LESSON PLAN

DATE: 05 Nov 11			NAME: Capt Phinney

PO/EO: M190.06	TOPIC: Construct a Hoochie

OBTAIN THE APPROPRIATE SUPPLIES
In order to effectively build a hootchie style shelter, the following supplies will be needed:
Two military style ground sheets that properly zip together (these can also be called half shelters or utility sheets).
· A generous length of twine or thin rope.
· Several pegs or small twigs.
· Spade or small shovel.
· Knife or scissors.

SELECTING A SITE
Principles of selecting a site reviewed in the introduction portion of the lesson should be applied when selecting a site to construct the hootchie. In addition to these principles, the site shall include:
· Two trees spread approximately 10 feet apart (or the length of the ground sheets allowing for approximately two feet for the entrance).
· Ground that is suitable for pegging.
· Clear of wet leaves and other foliage.

ZIPPING THE GROUND SHEETS
The two ground sheets should be zipped together to form a sufficient bond. Ensure that the two zippers are the same length and are not worn out because the bond may be compromised.
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TYING THE SHELTER TO TREES
Tie each end of the zipped together ground sheets to the two trees by passing the twine through the grommets located at each end of the zipper. A knot that is reliable and will provide stability shall be used. The shelter should be tied as high as the waist of the tallest occupant.
This height will allow enough head room when the shelter is complete. The two ground sheets should be pulled as tight as possible between the two trees. This tightness will prevent rain from collecting and will stop the shelter from sagging after extended use. When tying the shelter, ensure that the flap at the peak of the shelter covers the zipper. Make certain there is enough room on one end for an entrance and exit.

PEGGING
Using an appropriate length of string, pull the string through the grommets that run along the bottom of the ground sheets. Tie the string together to form a loop. Using these loops, tightly pull each corner of the ground sheets out from the centre and peg them using small twigs.
Leave the edge of the ground sheet about 5 centimetres above the ground for ventilation.
Any objects that will secure each corner of the ground sheets 5 centimetres above the ground will be sufficient to use as pegs. After the corners are pegged, peg the remaining grommets in between the two corners on each side. When each side of the shelter is pegged, it should result in a flush, tight surface with no wrinkles. This tight surface will allow for efficient runoff of rain.
Ensure that the flaps for the doors are tied together prior to pegging. If the doors are not tied, they may not tie together properly when the shelter is tightly pegged.

Two grommets are located down the centre of each ground sheet. Twine can be used to tie these grommets to surrounding trees or pegged into the ground to create more space in the shelter.

DIGGING TRENCHES
When all of the previous steps have been completed, dig small trenches 10 centimetres away from the sides of the shelter to allow for effective drainage of rainwater. Trenches should be approximately 10 centimetres in width and 5 to 10 centimetres deep. When the shelter is complete, dry grass or hay can be used as bedding.
[image: ]
image1.emf

image2.emf

